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KIKA DE LA GARZA. 15TH DISTRICT. TEXAS--------------_.
101-1271 9 August 1990 Washington,DC
A FAIR AND JUST FAIlll (CONSUMER) BILL. The new five-year omnibus farm bill
that the House has just passed by a 327-91 vote reaffirms the- broad
bipartisan support that continuing farm programs have and it also assures
consumers of a continuing supply of food at affordable prices. Along with
the Senate farm bill, which was passed last week, the bill demonstrates
Congressional intent to continue price support programs. The bills are
very similar in that regard, with between $53 billion and $55 billion
in price supports over the five-year life of the bill. This legislation
provides a reasonable income safety net for farmers and it is fair to
consumers and taxpayers. It also is probably the most progressive-minded
farm bill ever passed by the House. Here are some of the things the bill
will do:
Establish a new marketing loan program for oilseed producers to protect
their income and help them regain world markets. This is very important
to our Texas cotton and soybean farmers.
Continue, with minor modifications, the peanut, wool and mohair
programs.
Increase basic food stamp benefits and the funding of other vital
food assistance programs for the Nation's- hungry.
ProhibIt the ove.rseas expert of pe.<iticidc3 banned in the U.S. aI!d
establish standards for the labeling of "organically grown" farm products.
Put limits of $100,000 per year on deficiency payments to a single
farmer, $100,000 per year on marketing _ loans to a single farmer and a
limit of $200,000 per year on all payments to a single farmer.
Strengthen current conservation programs that protect highly erodible
lands and wetlands. Establish new incentive programs that protect wetlands
and encourage the adoption of environmentally-sound agricultural practices
to protect water quality.
While there are some differences in programs and dollar amounts in
the House and Senate bills these will be worked out in the joint conference
later in the year. In the meantime, we are hearing from the White House
that both farm bills are far too costly and that the President could veto
the final version that we send to him. I am hoping that the Administration
is not intending to use our farm programs to achieve its budget aims.
if if if
RlJIlAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCILS. Secretary of Agriculture Clayton Yeutter has
notified me that Rural Development Councils are to be set up in all 50
states to develop strategies for cooperative actions by Federal agencies,
state governments and free enterprise to promote rural development. Eight
states have been chosen to serve as models for this program and Texas
is one of them. I will pass along more information on this as the program
develops.
# # #
------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. WASHINGTON. D.C. 20&15------"
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INDEPENDENCE DAY is in August, too. Although the Continental Congress
voted in favor of our independence from Great Britain in July, 1776, the
56 signers of the Declaration did not sign it then and they did not do
so as a group. According to a U.S. Interior Department book, the official
signing took place in Philadelphia on August 2, 1776, when 50 men took
part. Later that year, five more men apparently signed separately and
one added his name a year later.
# # #
ALCOHOL/DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION. It was good to learn that the Texas
Commission on Alcohol and Drug Abuse has awarded more than $57 million
to anti-substance abuse programs statewide. The Texas Congressional
delegation led the fight for a more equitable Federal funding formula
for block grants to individual states. The previous Federal formula took
into consideration the population of each state but did not give enough
weight to the "at risk" sector of the population. The new Federal formula
added $26 million to the Texas block grant and the Commission also received
an additional $11 million increase in its appropriation from the Texas
Legislature.
Communities and agencies in our area that are to receive Alcohol
and Drug Abuse prevention funds through August of 1991 include the
following: Corpus Christi Abuse Council, Inc. ($471,835); Gulf Coast
Council of La Raza, in Corpus Christi ($33,888); Tropical Texas Center
for MHMR, in Edinburg ($691,592); Rio Grande Valley Midway House, in
Harlingen ($93,276); Laredo State Center ($400,969); 36th Judicial District
Juvenile Problems Unit, in Sinton ($147,307); and Palmer Drug Abuse of
Victoria, Inc. ($15,565).
In all, the Commission received 512 applications for the funding
of programs and while it was not able to comply fully with every request,
this does demonstrate a significant interest by local communities in meeting
the need for substance abuse services. It is only through methods of
treatment and intervention for those addicted to abusable substances and
through prevention and education to stop others before they start can
we hope to rescue our society from the ravages of these problems. In the
Congress I will continue to give the House Committee on Narcotics Abuse
and Control my strongest support.
1/ 1/ 1/
VISITORS FROM HOME. Nicole Pruski and Leaette Kolodziej, both from
Floresvi lIe; Monte Bartek, of Poteet; Cindy Polinard, of Mercedes; Diana
Doan, from McAllen, and Ozzie Garza, who is formerly from McAllen.
1/
------U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. 20615------
